CHAPTER III
CHARLES  OF BURGUNDY ASTD THE  EMPEROR FREDERICK m
1463—1477
Concerning the Duchy of Burgundy—Towns of the Somme—Conquest of Liege and Dinant—Charles of Burgundy marries Margaret of York —Story of Peronne—Negotiations between Charles of Burgundy and Frederick III—War of Neuss—Disastrous expedition against the Swiss of Charles the Bold, who is 'killed at Nancy, 1477.
WELL might the Emperor Frederick desire to make an alliance for his son with the heiress of the Duke of Burgundy, whose vast possessions made him a far more powerful prince than the Emperor himself. The actual Duchy of Burgundy, the most northerly part of the ancient kingdom of the Burgundians—including Yvonne, Cote d'Or, Nievre, and Sa6ne-et-Loire, had been originally given as an appanage to Philip the youngest son of John the Good, who distinguished himself at the battle of Poictiers. It was always considered a fief of the Crown of France. To this had been added one province after another, by marriage or conquest— Brabant, Luxemburg, Flanders, Hainault, Zeeland, Artois, the cities of the Netherlands, and Franche-Comt6, a fief of the Empire. The towns of the Somme were also in the possession
29n of encumbering himself with a son-in-law.the grandson of Ken6 of Anjoxi, and was offering his young sister Madeleine to Uaston do Foix ; there was no available match in Spain, where the Princess Isabel was already beset with suitors* But the Kmperor *8 hopes we.ro noon fixed upon Marie, the granddaughter of Philip Duke of Burgundy, and theatin, French, Italian, and Flemish fluently, and hadnistration, ;i r! of «v«ry living anitnul within IIH fathi-r1,** Ci walk and their mirrmmdingn. Of tht\Hi»h<T rlmr tn^ighi roul*i n«»t fail to know that- lit* \VHM u fitiltirr rvm in his own sjM*rial iiit'.ini*K< of ^ovi*rniiig » jjn*at Kntpin% lijic! w«* riutiiot wc*n<l«T that iii n iuoin*«nt of l)itirnu*8H slu- Mhoulil luivr tMCi'liiiiuril to hrr H«iiis thf hi'ir tif so mwh wiiht«*tl nuthority :
